




 

 



Film review 
Blinded by the light 
By: LucíaLlorca Bermejo 
Characters 
Javed: Is a suburban teenager from a Muslim family. He seems so shy and socially 
awkward and speciallyobsessed with Springsteen's music and. He aspires to be a 
writer in the future, in addition to finding love, having a lot of money, and going to live 
outside of Luton. 
Malik: He is the father of the family. He does not understand his son or his tastes, 
although it seems that he wants the best for him. 
Roops: He is one of the high school students, and he is the one who teaches Javed 
Springsteen's music. He isquite social and lively. 
Matt: He is Javed's neighbor, and has been his friend forever. He is outgoing and loved 
by all the girls 
. Elizza: She is a girl who loves politics, who comesfroma rather racist and conservative 
family. She is the onewho falls in love with Javed and shares his dream withhim. 
MR. Evans: He is Javed's neighbor. It is about an olderman who since 
discoveringJaved's talent in writing, hasbeen supporting him so that he can achieve his 
dream. 
Movie Information 
Blinded by the Light is a comedy-drama film directed byGurinderChadha. 
In addition, it is based on a true story 
 
Plot 
Javed is a young man who lives with his family in Luton, England, and who has several 
problems when he begins his high school stage. 
It all started when he met Roops, a fan of "The Boos", as they called Bruce 
Springsteen. Roops was the one who gave him some music tapes with songs by 
Bruce, which caused Javed to know his true identity. However, not everything was a 
problem with the music, because Javed was also passionate about writing, and was 
always looking for a way to dedicate himself to it (writing poems, working on the school 
newspaper...). 
The main problem that Javed had is that he did not know how to deal with his father to 
explain what his dreams were, and this caused the problem to increase. 
On the other hand, it should also be noted that in Lutonthere was great hatred towards 
Pakistanis, and that also made coexistence and family relationships very difficult, 
however, this was not a problem for Javed, who ended up fulfilling his dream of going 
to college in the US. 
When Javed comes back, it was thanks to Eliza (the girl he fell in love with), that his 
parents were there when Javed gave a winning speech, which ended up focusing on 
the importance of family, based on the song “blinded by the light” 
At the end of the film, Javed and his father drive 
together to the university listening to Bruce Springsteen 
 
 
 
Opinion 
I think the film deals with an interesting theme, which in this case is equality and 
respect above all else. It's okay to want to fulfill our dreams, and we have to have 
ambitions, but we can't hurt other people in order to achieve this goal, and I think this is 
a bit of what the film wants to convey to us. Therefore, I would recommend it, because 
it is entertaining to watch, and also the music is really good. 

 



 



 
 
 



BLINDED BY THE LIGHT  
 

Manuel Ospina 
 

 
In “Blinded by the Light,” Javed (Viveik Kalra), a Pakistani British teenager living in a 
drab London suburb in 1987, discovers the music of Bruce Springsteen, and it jolts him 
alive. From the moment he straps on his Walkman headphones and drinks in the 
tightrope of ecstasy and despair that is “Dancing in the Dark” (“There’s something 
happening somewhere…”), the lyrics swirling around him on screen, he’s more than 
just a born-again Bruce fan. Bruce’s music becomes his fixation, his obsession and 
identity, his runaway American dream. He just about syncs his heartbeat to that sound 
(before long, he’s conversing in Bruce lyrics), and it gives him the courage to do things 
he wouldn’t have dared otherwise — like, for instance, asking Eliza (Nell Williams), a 
girl in his literature class, out on a date.  
 
The date starts off sort of humdrum, and Javed gets ready to call it a night. But then he 
puts on those headphones, and it’s like he’s Clark Kent stepping into a phone booth. 
With “Prove It All Night” blasting in his ears, he approaches Eliza, reciting the lyrics out 
loud. The fact that he does this is funny, and the movie is aware of that; you’re 
completely invited to giggle. At the same time, when the song glides into its chorus, 
locking Javed and Eliza into a kiss, it’s a moment of pure pop opera. 
 
For Javed, the catharsis of Bruce represents an escape from his domestic doldrums, 
but it’s about more than that. At school, he’s surrounded by kids who are sunk into the 
pale fashion-conscious irony of the late ’80s. 
 
It’s also a bracing movie about growing up. Chadha colors in the late ’80s: the cults of 
Reagan and Thatcher, the rising unemployment in England, the National Front 
marches that, in hindsight, were the embryonic version of the anti-immigrant fervor that 
helped lead to Brexit. But she keeps us focused on how this no-hoper vibe is part of 
what Javed needs to escape. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


